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Genesis 1:1—2:4a      11 JUN 17 
 
     In the Beginning 
 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, 
darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 

3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and 
he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called 
“night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day. 

6 And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to separate water from water.” 7 So God 
made the vault and separated the water under the vault from the water above it. And it was so. 
8 God called the vault “sky.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the second day. 

9 And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground 
appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters he called 
“seas.” And God saw that it was good. 

11 Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that 
bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so. 12 The land produced 
vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it 
according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening, and there was 
morning—the third day. 

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the day from the night, 
and let them serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days and years, 15 and let them be lights in 
the vault of the sky to give light on the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made two great lights—the 
greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. 
17 God set them in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth, 18 to govern the day and the 
night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was 
evening, and there was morning—the fourth day. 

20 And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth 
across the vault of the sky.” 21 So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living 
thing with which the water teems and that moves about in it, according to their kinds, and every 
winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them and said, 
“Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the 
earth.” 23 And there was evening, and there was morning—the fifth day. 

24 And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: the livestock, 
the creatures that move along the ground, and the wild animals, each according to its kind.” And 
it was so. 25 God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their 
kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw 
that it was good. 
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26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over 
the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over 
all the creatures that move along the ground.” 

27 So God created mankind in his own image, 
    in the image of God he created them; 
    male and female he created them. 

28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and 
subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that 
moves on the ground.” 

29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every 
tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth 
and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along the ground—everything that has 
the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” And it was so. 

31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was 
morning—the sixth day. 

Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array. 

2 By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he 
rested from all his work. 3 Then God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it he 
rested from all the work of creating that he had done. 
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 In the beginning.  This short little statement leaves no room for doubt that God created 

the heavens and the earth.  It is stated as an historical fact.  It is all the explanation we need.  

While it does explain creation, the Bible never really tries to prove God’s existence.  It just takes 

His existence for granted.  Apart from God, nothing else can be explained.  To be sure, scientists 

have tried for years to explain life without God but have always fallen short.   
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I think it takes a lot more faith to believe creation is the result of a big explosion and billions of 

random accidents than it does to have faith in the God of creation.  The Bible is very clear that 

God created.  Nothing that exists would exist if it weren’t for God’s creative hand. 

 This passage has been the subject for many a heated argument.  Some argue that it is 

literal proof that God created everything in seven twenty-four hour days.  Others argue that the 

seven days are really an indication of geologic ages.  They offer as proof that the sun wasn’t 

created until the fourth day.  They argue that a twenty-four hour day would be impossible 

without the sun.  I guess I feel like twenty four hours is twenty fours hours with or without the 

sun.  Time would not change merely because there was no sun.  So I don’t buy the argument.   
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Still others argue that the strange phrase in verse 2, “the earth was formless and empty”, 

is proof of an entire missing history.  The phrase can just as easily be translated, “the earth 

became formless and void”.  The argument is that the earth had existed for millions of years, life 

was everywhere.  Everything was great until something dramatic happened; perhaps Satan’s 

rebellion against God, and creation was damaged.  God then remade the earth in seven days.  

Followers of this theory argue that this period before the seven days of creation is when 

dinosaurs roamed the earth.  
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And some believe in a literal seven-day week.  One of the chief arguments against this is 

the apparent age of the earth.  It appears much older than the Bible allows with a literal dating 

scheme.  But how else could God have created the world?  How can you create a young looking 

world?  C.S. Lewis the Narnia Chronicles gives a great explanation of this apparent age.  The 

children arrive in the mythical land of Narnia just as Aslan the lion is creating it.  Aslan sings 

Narnia into being.  Now in Narnia creation only takes a few moments and not seven days.  But 

when the children arrive, everything is dark.  There seems to be no forms.  They are afraid to 

move.  But as they stand there motionless, light appears and forms take shape.  They see animals 

and trees take shape right before their eyes.  When the world is fully formed it appears as our 
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world.  The children mention that if they had arrived only moments later they would not have 

guessed that the world was brand new.  They would have thought that it had been this was 

forever.  New creation appeared to be old.  There is no other was to create a livable world. 

 

 There is no way in just a twenty-minute sermon that I am going to answer the nuances of 

meaning in these verses.  I will tell you that as a teenager I believed in evolution and geologic 

ages.  But when I was in college and my non-Christian college professors who were paid by the 

state to teach evolution, taught me that they knew beyond a shadow of a doubt that evolution as 

is commonly taught is a bald faced lie, I sort of changed my mind.  I believe that God is powerful 

enough to create everything in seven twenty-four hour days.  But you don’t have to believe that 

to be a Christian.  Obviously I think it is the best belief or I would change my mind.  But you do 

not have to agree with me. 
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 What you do need to believe, what this passage clearly teaches is that God is the creator.  

We are not simply the result of random accidents and genetic mutations.  God created us in His 

image.  When we are in a right relationship with Him, we reflect His glory. 
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 Years ago I read that babies most often look like the father more than the mother.  The 

article reasoned that this was due to evolution.  It made the father more inclined to stay around 

and help raise the child.  Of course if the child looked more like the milkman, there might be 

some problems.  But children most often look like their parents.  

 

 It stands to reason that the resemblance between our heavenly Father and us should be 

unmistakable.  We should so reflect His image that everyone can see it—father and child. 
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 There is an unmistakable refrain as we read this passage.  God continually pronounces 

His creation good.  But after man and woman were created, God says that it is very good.  It 

seems that God thinks pretty highly of us.  He created us in His image.  And He thinks we are 

very good.  At least until sin entered the world.  But He still loves us and wants to have a 

relationship with us.  He sent His Son to die for us so that we could be redeemed. 
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 The Scripture is clear, we, man and woman, are the epitome of God’s creation.  He takes 

pleasure in us.  The rest of creation was given to us for our use.  It is interesting to note that 

mankind was originally vegetarian.  God clearly states that He gave us every green plant for 

food.  After sin entered the world, God allowed us to eat meat.  So perhaps the vegetarians have 

a point.  But God does allow, in fact commanded the Jews to eat meat.  I’ve heard it said that, “I 

am not a vegetarian because I love animals.  I’m a vegetarian because I really hate plants.” 

A few years back, the Swiss had a government sponsored Committee on non-human 

Biotechnology.  That sounds like a good use of tax money.  Anyway, this committee decreed that 

plants have rights.  They claim it is morally wrong to harm plants.  They claim we cannot have 

“absolute ownership” of any plant.  They state, and I quote “Living organisms should be 

considered morally for their own sake because they are alive.”  This means that “we may not use 
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them just as we please, even if the plant community is not in danger, or if our actions do not 

endanger the species, or if we are not acting arbitrarily.”  So I guess even the vegetarians are in 

trouble. 

 

The effect of the committee is to place all plant life on an even basis with human life.  

According to them, humans are no better, no more valuable than plants.  And yet God said His 

creation was good but mankind was very good.  It seems that God places a higher value on 

humans than anything else in all creation. 

God did give us creation for our use and enjoyment and that includes plants and animals.  

But to be certain we should not misuse creation.  We must be good and careful stewards.  But all 

of creation was given to us for our use and enjoyment--the creation that God pronounced “good”.  

But He pronounced us “very good”.  He takes pleasure in us. 
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 All of creation was good or even very good in God’s eyes until sin entered into the world.  

Now that happens later in the book of Genesis and is not a part of today’s passage.  But the 

sickness and decay we see all around us were not a part of God’s original plan.  They are a direct 

result of our sin.  That does not mean that if you are sick it is God’s punishment.  It means that 

all evil is a result of our disobedience.  Before Adam and Eve sinned, there was no evil.  There 

was no sickness.  There was no decay.  There was no death and that is perhaps why mankind was 

vegetarian.  But sin changed all that.  Creation is no longer good in the same sense. 
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 But before sin entered the world there was a seventh day.  Scripture tells us that God 

rested from His work on the seventh day.  Now I can’t imagine that the work of creation caused 

God to grow tired.  I don’t believe He had to exert Himself. 

His rest was an example for us.  The Sabbath day became a command for the Jews.  They 

had to rest. 
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 Resting for a workaholic can be very difficult.  Resting can be hard for anyone.  Now 

there are a few people who seem to be able to rest for a living.  I have worked with some of them 

and had to carry their load.  It’s not fun.  But for most people, resting is hard. 

 Now think of all that lies behind the command to keep a Sabbath day holy unto the Lord.  

God is the reason we are to rest.  He commanded it.  Our faith in Him should cause us to be 

obedient. 
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 Now for a moment think about all the people living on earth when God first gave Moses 

the commandment to rest.  Most of the world did not believe in the One true living God.  They 

believed in many gods and goddesses.  These gods and goddesses had their own problems.  They 

were always fighting one another.  They had petty jealousies.  They sometimes took their wrath 

out on their worshippers.  These fights among the gods are how the pagans explained evil in the 

world.  The gods were angry. 

 How can you rest when the gods or goddesses may arbitrarily decide to punish you?  

How can take a day off when the gods may take away everything you have worked so hard for?  

The answer is you can’t.  There is no rest. 
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 But if you believe in a God who loves you, a God who takes pleasure in you, you can 

rest.  The Sabbath command to rest has everything to do with our relationship with God.  It is 

His gift to us.  Equally, the failure to rest says a whole lot about our relationship with God. 

 

 I remember when stores could not be open on both Saturday and Sunday.  They had to 

choose one or the other.  But then finances won out.  A store could make more money being 

open on both days.  The laws were changed.  Now we don’t have a day of rest.  Think about how 

many groups and organizations prefer Sunday for their get together.  I used to love running 

triathlons.  But there was a problem.  Almost every triathlon is run on Sunday morning, I am sort 
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of busy then.  As a culture we have turned our back on God.  And it is not just in how we no 

longer have prayer in schools or can’t have the Ten Commandments in the courtroom.  It is far 

deeper.  We do not trust that a good and loving God will take care of us while we rest.  We are 

afraid to rest. 

 I saw an article that spoke of this very problem.  It mentioned that in spite of all the time 

saving devices we have such as microwaves, and computers, our lives are busier than ever.  

Teenagers are actually stressing over how busy they are.  This is a shift in our culture.  We have 

so removed God from our daily and social lives that we do not know how to trust Him for our 

future.  So we stress and fret and worry.  We do not rest. 

 If we believe that God is the creator. If we believe that He takes pleasure in us, if we 

believe that He wants us to rest, We should be able to trust Him and His goodness towards us 

and rest a little in His grace.  Only in God do I believe you can find true peace and rest. 

 Can you trust God enough to relax? 


